GIRLS BRING HOME MOONEE VALLEY’S FIRST JUNIOR FLAG

Moonee Valley Cricket Club’s junior program was again a success in 2003/04. For the first time in the eight seasons we’ve had juniors, we brought home a flag – with the Under 14 Girls powering away to easily win the Grand Final in the last overs.

We fielded a Club-record 11 junior teams for the season – two Under 16s, two Under 14s, three Under 12s, two Under 10s and the Under 14 Girls in the North West Cricket Association, and a composite Under 17 Girls team in the Victorian Womens Cricket Association.

It was the first occasion we had fielded two Under 16 teams – which shows that the fruits of the stepped-up school recruiting campaigns and promotions started three and four seasons ago are coming to bear.

Both Under 16 teams, one Under 14s, the three Under 12s and of course the victorious Under 14 Girls all made the finals. The Under 10s don’t play finals – but we have some wonderful talent just starting off their cricketing careers, and if there was an U/10 finals format we would have been near the top.

We had 123 juniors play cricket for Moonee Valley during the season, including 39 who played their first game with the Club.

Our Under 16s continue to be a major development squad for the seniors. Of the 28 young men who played in our U/16 teams, 13 played at least one game of senior cricket – with our Seconds, Fourths and Fifths. Another four volunteered late in the season, but were squeezed out by tight numbers. A further 13 young men who have graduated from our juniors over the past few seasons are now established senior players.

Club of the Week

Moonee Valley won a prestigious Cricket Victoria Club of the Week award during the course of the season, based largely on our junior development program and specifically on our Under 10 structure.

Four young men who have graduated to the seniors from our junior ranks in the past two seasons – James Clarke, Murray Walker, Jeff Lewis and Matt Thomas – are putting something back into our Club by coaching the Under 10s, and this program caught the eye of Cricket Victoria. The coaches have completed the Cricket Victoria Level 1 coaching accreditation course. They have also broadened their skills by completing the accredited umpires course and officiate as independent umpires on Saturday mornings, before taking to the field as Moonee Valley senior players in the afternoon.

Three of our juniors won NWCA competition awards. David Desmond was the premier wicketkeeper for Under 16 B/C/D, Lisa Spagna won the Under 14 Girls bowling award and Lily King won the Under 14 Girls batting award.

Roll-out pitch

Our junior program was thrown into turmoil just 10 days before the season began, when the Moonee Valley City Council unexpectedly closed for renovations the Fairbairn Park oval where two of our teams were fixtured to play.

Faced with the possibility of young players missing out on playing cricket, our Club swung into action. In the space of three days we organised a trial of a revolutionary new roll-out portable synthetic pitch that can be laid direct on the outfield turf, invited Council and NWCA officials to observe it in action, and satisfied the NWCA to pass it as an approved surface on which to play junior cricket.

The $4180 cost was unbudgeted, but our Club made the decision to purchase the Flicx pitch and then try and raise the money rather than have youngsters miss out on cricket. Our bold decision has been vindicated, as we have been advised recently that Cricket Victoria and the Moonee Valley Council will each pick up half the cost. We are grateful for their financial support.

Our Club has an excellent working relationship with Moonee Ponds Central School, where two of our Under 12 teams play their home games, and from where we recruit many of our players.

We are currently in the early stages of developing a similar beneficial relationship with Brunswick South West Primary, and hope to make significant advances in the off-season with a view to playing junior games on its oval in the future.

Our junior presentation nights were again well attended. Our Club’s policy of naming major trophies after Moonee Valley legends and stalwarts is well founded, and helps provide a link to the past and the future for the up-and-coming players.

Mature recruits

Parents often take a back seat while supporting the sporting development of their children. The commencement of a Fifths senior side – in the one-day comp – in the lead-up to last season gave many dads the chance to be involved in our Club as sporting participants, rather than support players. Eleven parents played one or more games in the Fifths. Our Club was thrilled with the outcome, and we are actively planning on a second one-day team next season – which would be a record Sixth senior side for our Club. And yes, we need more dads to come out of retirement or make their cricketing debut.

As the Moonee Valley delegate to the NWCA and a member of the NWCA Junior Committee, I often hear stories of deplorable conduct from clubs, supporters, young players and parents.

One of our Moonee Valley Under 12 teams early in the season was the subject of a special report from a junior umpire to the NWCA. The young woman umpire told the Association that while she normally has support and respect at games, the attentiveness and regard shown by Moonee Valley in her game was exceptional, and worthy of commendation. Thanks go to Steven Ball for generating these accolades – but in reality they’re typical of the Moonee Valley way which permeates throughout all grades and teams and sets us apart from other Clubs.

The junior section met its budget targets, and continues to pull its weight as part of the overall financial wellbeing of our Club. Our results are detailed elsewhere in this Annual Report.

Thanks

The junior section runs smoothly because of the dedication of our coaches, team managers and their support staff. The success of the junior section in the 2003/04 season was again a team effort, and it’s appropriate that I thank my colleagues on the junior committee for their support, ideas and hard work. I also thank the parents and supporters who are there week in, week out to encourage our young players and back up the coaches and team managers with the many tasks that are needed to put a cricket team on the ground.

Charlie Walker.

Junior Co-ordinator

